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. 'CENYRAL INTELLIGENCE AGENCY o |
* Directorata of Intelligenco . 4 .
* 7 April 1972 '

INTELLIGENCE MEMORANDUM : ’ ¢

The Situation in South Vietnam : .
(As. of 1500 EST) . X

review ’. . ) .
completed ¢ 1. ‘Communist activity has incroased sharply in
- Military Region (MR) 4. The Communists launched a .

widespread coordinated scries of ground probes and
shalling attacks on government positions in five delta
provinces on 7 April. These actions were coupled with
eneny sapper attacks on several key highway bridges.

Late yeports indicite that the Communists have overrun
-Kien Thien distric: town in Chuong Thien Province,

and that several ouvtposts were undep heavy enemy attack
fuorther north in ti.e Vinh Long - Sa bDec area. .

2. US pllots have sighted a regimental-size
Communist force about 20 mlles northwest of My« Tho, ‘
_in the same avea that | ' had 25X1
reported substantial enemy -Eroop movement., ‘To-the T
west, another regimental-size Communisgt force reportedly
has crossed into Chawn Doc Province from Cambodia. .
These may be elements from either the 52nd or 101D .
Regiments, which are subordinate to thé onomy Phuoo
Long Front ‘and which were detected in thig. general area
some days ago. The Communists® 32nd.Re iment has not '.‘:.25X1
been located in several -
days and coulu alpo pe I1n South Vietnam east of Chau
Doc by now. . :

‘3. The onemy is alsgo meintalning heavy pressure on
Bouth Vietnameso positions in MR-3. Pross reports indi-
tate that Communist gunners are continuing heavy shelling ' .7
attacks against An Loc, the provincial capital of Binh
Long Province, and are also hitting a nearby South
Vietnamese artillery basa, -Enemy sappors reportedly
hava knooked out saveral bridges along Route 13, the .
key road link- betwodn An Loe and Saigon, and othor late .
ropoxrts claim that Routa 1 has boen eut Just west of
Salgon., fThese attoacks are probably the work of commandr
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eloments from the communlst 42%th Bapﬁor’Commana, !
which recently infiltrated Tay Ninh Province and |
are now in geod posgition to work against majox o Lo
lines of communicatlony as wall nn South Vietnamese P
artillery support-bases noxrth-of Saigon., |

-

- 4. The US Embassy. reports that somo §-10,000
refugees. £led tho initial 5-6 April enemy attack in - .
pinh Long Province, a’ number that undoubtedly has
risen sharply with the loss of Loc Ninh District.
press roports indicate that some civilians have been
evacuated from an Loc, but there is no gign .that the
number of rcfugees has swelled to anywhere near that
recorded for the northernmost provinces. Emergsncy .
aid is now being flown into various hastily erected
reception centers around the country, but government
resources may soon be overburdencd, if the increased
Communist activity in the delta provinces drives more
yrefugees toward the major cities.

5. . .
25X1
Plements from these units probably are also' responsible -
. for recent increascd enemy. activity in pearby‘Phuoc .
* Long Province. ) R :
25X1
Captured ’
docunents do suggest, however, . o5x{
“ithdt the 7th Division elements now concentrated in :
castern Cambodia may soon be headed for increased ~
tactical activity in Tay Niph Provincc. One recontly .
capturecd document revealed that more forces would be
provided for both ground attacks on South Vietnamese
outposts as well as - for street fighting., 25X1
’ . . ‘
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R - 7th Division forces 1251
would provide tactical support Lorx a mid-Aprill ;
cattack agalnst Tay Ninh city by olements of the . A
enemy 's 9th Division, : | | 3

t .
: _ . : : R A
Military Reqgion 1. . S T . % ! ,

_7; Military Aétivity remained light in the
noxrthcern provinces, but there are indications that .

Hue may soon be the » st attacks. o
a combined 25X1
T rocket-intantry assault is being planned for Huong L e
" Tra District, the 4uris : : encompassing o '
. Hue. . the Viet Cong = © 25X1 .

attempled to destroy bridges both north and south of

Hue on the nights of 5 and 6 April hut were unsuccess- a
ful. | " - 25X1
engineer units have been ordered to complete work on ’
access routes toward Hue to enable Communist armor, - .
: o artillery and infantyy to launch the “final battle *
; to regolve the war," © 25X

8. 'Since the fighting subsided two days ago,
some Communist ARA and SAM units in-the’areas .
immediately north and south of the DMZ have been relo- - :
cating to new positions to reduce their vulnerability Y
to air attack., For this rcason, there is likely to
be a tonporary dimunition in the intensity .of; ground-~
Eire. At the pame time. however. a numher af ARR 1nitwo

25X1.
9. The US Enbassy in Saigon estimates that
100,000 refugces-~once~third of the praevinelal population—-
have been generated so far by the fighting in Quang Tri,
) .
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over to the "winning" side. Communist cadre in l
other parts . of Quang Nam Province also apparantly
are working hard to spruco up thelr local politieal
organizations in outlying hamlets and villages. g
Emphasis 1a being placed.on organizing support among,
minority and special interest groups that may now
be having doubts aliout the ability of government
sccurity forces to protect them, | .

. 1
- 2 « - 1 "“

{

{

!

13. Farther south in MR-3, enemy cadre in a
Communist c«ommand norihwest of Saidon reportedly have
been given instructions to strengthen local Viet
Cong political organizations there by recruiting
students and individuals with family members in the
aovernment's armed forces.

= _ 25X1
are now likely to be more vulnerable'to_Commuhists‘ )
overtures for support while South Vietnamese units D
are under attack and suffering heavy losses. . - -
14. In the delta, cnemy cadre reportedly are s

forming Yspecial action teams" to help penetrate and
overrun more governmeiht ‘outposts. An enémy provincial )
directive auvthorizing the formation of ‘the new teams
stated that the capture of government outposts was
an important part in disrupting the government's
pacification program. The destruction of the program” |
the document claimed would provide the necessary LT
Ygpringboard for a general offensive." In Kien Phong
province, Viet Cong cadre xeportaedly have béen instructed
to step up their efforts to organize subversive organ-
izations in governnent arcas to help launch a general

. uprising campaign at some future unspecified date.

L 15.. Much of the current Viot coné activity being
~yeported does not suggest much of a c¢hange from T

. 8tandard Commvnist procedures at the local level. The
-~ current emphasis, however, indicates that Viet Cong
of ficialn clearly hope to capitalize on tho adverse
psychological effects government setbacks are having
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on the local population as a repult of the successesn ‘; .
of their main force attacks farthex noxth. , ‘ :
!

Popular'neactions o \

. . ¢ ¢

16.- Communist agitation plans notwlthitanding,
much of the civilian population in Salgon and in
other parts of the country weéll away from the fighting
ig still going about its ordinary business with vexry
few oulward signs of serious alarm. As the action “
spreads from one front.to.another, however, apprehension
anong civilians is growing. .

17. Ona bit of evidence reflecting the absence
of panic at least in Salgon is the fact that over the
past several days the black market rate for the US

-Qollars and the price of gold have actually dropped .

slightly. Pro-administration politiclans remain

. publicly optimistic., Lower House Speakexr Can was gquoted

 and that only US air support was needed to deféat the

M
't

re

in the semi-official press yesterday asserting that the
South Vietnamese army is holding the line in Quang Tri

eneny . . _ .
18. At the same time, many leading figureg in the

capital are voicing increasing concern. Leading

Buddhist Senator Mau, whose strongest support is probably °
contered in the northern provinces, expressed” fear that
Quang Tri City 1s "doomed" and Hue might prove impessible
" to _hold. Another politician who has long been a caustic.
critic of the Thicu regime, Senator Chuc, charged that

the military situation was not ag disturbing as the lack

of political leadership being provided by the gcvernmioent.

; In Quang Ngal Pvovince, in southern Military Reglon I,

local Buddhist notables are “ewxtremely con¢erned" abcut [J
enemy attacks furthexr north. The monks roportedly are
supporting the expansion of an organization among local
high school students aimed at preventing Viet Cong :
infiltration of student bodies or of Quang Ngal City.

Any relevant information will be turned ovor immedfatoly

to provinco security uuthoritices for action.
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19, So far, however, most Vietnamese are Btill |

watching the gituation carofully and there doos not 1

appear! to bho any pepular grounduwell of sentiment .  ‘

olther for or against the government as a rosult of |
the war news, - g

Enomy Sup@ly Shipmengg ) - ‘

20, During March the flow of supplics. through. the
Communist logistic notwork in the southern Laotian
u 1dle remained at a very high level. 25X1
nmore than 5,500 tons of supplies
moved through the Ban Phone area in March. fThe cargo
included at least 1,900 tons of rice, 1,000 tons of
ordnance, and 1,100 tons of gasoline. The ordnance
deliveries in March increase the amount of arms ang
anmunition moved to that area since 1 Febrvwary to at .
least 3,800 tons, most of which is probably for gupport
of major offensive camp:igns in the B-3 Front and .
COBVN sectors, : R

2l. The extremel arge volume of gasoline.shipped T
is - sufficient to maint. :n a major transport effort in
the southern Panhandle ang northern Cambodia well into
the wet soason. - )

22, 25X1
the North Vietnamese will continue to move | .
arge quantities of supplies through the Lacs Panhandle
at least through April, 25X1
the resulte af the third day of April, which 1% calleqd 25X1
the nonth of the "General Transnortation 05X 1
Offensive." This use of the term: may indicaté
that the North Vietnamese pPlan to move more supplies.
during April than in any of the three previous monthsa
- " of the offensive. ‘ . e
- In- North vietnam ' ; :

4
b

.- 23. The North Vietnamese 325th bivision is apparcently
moving south from the lanoi aroa to supplement Communist

-
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